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The following two articles arose out of 5, comment "by C.A* in "Cityvise” 

and my reply to it in the same publication* which explains the references in 
the articles.. In essence C.A. and N.U.W.G. take opposite positions on strikes 
in D.H.S.S. and. D.U., and suooort for the T.U. involved. We’d he pleased to 
x^ear from anybody with, comments on either of-these pieces, alternative views etc, 

V- t 4 

* I * 

' ^ • Mark . 




i ? 


p ^ i. v 

q+ This is a response to both John Panter*s article ind’Citywise’ No.: 3 and Mark 
v-vens ridiculous letter in ’Cityvise’ No. 5« I must point out that this is a 

personal view, and not the policy of C.A. Due to the nature of.the group, which 
Ct°es not aspire to policies or other shibboleths, a party statement ; is not possible, ' 

® hark*s letter first, he alleges that, *C„A, seems to Have 'forgotten that thed 

does not exist to look- after the interest of Claimants 'etc,. /?. Has EG *forgotten 
J Jl f, C *; d * asked the C.P.S.A. to challenge the repressive nature of SS payments in the 
^.ec^er he is replying to?. I would agree with his interpret at ion.;, that the SS 
distributes ‘economic valium*, just as"the K.S..C. distributes ’social valium* in.the 
orm of petty diversions to take claimants minds off their situation. However to 
assert that the exposure of this by an all-out strike'shoui'd be welcomed by claimants 
v. o are forced to. endure the full, reality of their misery is pateritlyabsurd.. : Just 
as .udicrous is his remark that strike action is the last resort. A strike is only a 

create a/ , 
withdeawal 
fork based 

on pleasure. 



- - if ” ^ J. KJW Kj/S./ iiUi .1 t X • # ... JJJO'Xi. JL J.o 

o supporting the strikers, what would you like: donations?, food parcels?. Has 

One 

i effects 



“ rj0 P e t never live to see the day when claimants stop‘carping and fighting 
againob th- state and its employees, I luiow'what trade unionists -arc' doing, the 
question is, uo they i ,, Trade Unionists are Happy’ - .to push ecenomic and social valium 
o 0 bne social security.-addicts that need their fortnightly/weekly/daily fix. The , 

O' 

r'v 

As 



millions ox people in this country. Thai we should not interfere .in this process is 
patronising crap, implying that the unions understand better i.ban claimants what 
claimantsjneeds are. • ’Take what you’re given?* - ’Unions know Host?*. The sorry 

; ao- 18 0l f50u ~ Sfe that bureaurocrats never suffer the effects of their actions and it 
is up to claimants to stand un for themselves., ‘ ■ ■ - 

> ‘ * • \ .y . . ■ * • * 

• ii/ * • .* ••, .**■ * * 

s lather certainly;v/asn f t worth writ:in^ f but I hope the reply forms a basis-’ 
for the second part of this response that opens the ground for serious dialogue with 
the C.P., b.A. and C.A.,'support. for the C.P.S.A..must obviously pe conditional because, 
as outlined above, the C.P.S.A. is in a position of power; how they choose to use that 
poxver will determine their relationship with groups like C.A. There is very.little 
to disagree with in the substance of John Panter’s article; yes the S.S. is stretching 
its resources to the limit and more staff would ease the burden on C.P.S.A.workers. 

.mat we find however, is no attempt to .justify strike action, .The ’agonised discussion* 
that.has taken place was incestuously homocentric. There was no liaison with interested 
parties y.e. claimants) to achieve a common front aimed at bringing solidarity to.the 
aggrieved (claimants and workers). 
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. 1 - of -these negative effects will “be felt 

by claimants. Is the C.P.S.A. aware of the negative effects?. If they take strike 
action will they also take action to nullify these effects?. Fy argument agams 
C.P.S.A. strike action is that it will effect the wrong people. Rhodes-Boyson isn t 
going to lose any sleep over the strike, only claimants would be affected.^ No—one 
could welcome having their nose rubbed in their own oppression, least of all.cj^adnian_s. 


There are clearly numerous options available to the C.P.S.A. As they perform 
functions that are not. beneficial to claimants (often the exact opposite) they could 
refuse to carry out these functions. They include; giving information to S.C.C.U.N., 
R.B.I.T. and the Police. Reclaiming over-payments, snooping and maintaining unemployment 
reviews. The C.P.S.A. is a large union with members employed in many different lie s 
(including Trident Missile bases and munitions factories). Surely, the C.P.S.A. members 
in the S.S. should be looking to these people for supportive (and effective) action. 


Claimants have no possibility of strike action, we can’t refuse to sign on, cash 
cheques, ignore hilts, ignore store detectives etc., and for this reason we have to 
develop alternative forms of action. Direct if necessary. For example a mass 
occupation of the House of Commons by claimants and C.P.S.A./N.U.P.S. workers would e 
as, if not more effective than a strike, with more predictable negative effects (arres s) 
and with no loss to claimants (apart from those who are willing to risk arrest to secure 
a better deal). The fact is that strike action is a ’safe 1 option for C.P.S.A. they 
have a positive legal right to strike and it fits nicely into the framework of Ira 1 aona . 
labour action. But a strike is designed to force an employer to lose money*, stri es ^ 
by C.P.S.A. can only serve to save the government-money. Is this the reason tha '• • 

won’t consider other action because unlike the C.P.S.A. members, claimants have no. mg .o 

\ • * * . • • ** , - • t •' * • . .• * . * r - ■ • ' 

lose but their oppression?. ; 


Remember: union officials have only interpreted the world, the point is to change 


it. 


V* Ulyanov, 


P.S. Does the C.P.S.A. really give a damn what C.Athinks about it anyway?• 



NOTTINGHAM 


UNEMPLOYED WORKERS 



With the growth of mass unemployment over the last five years the organisation 
and co-ordination of unemployed action groups and activists has become a priority. 

The key crisis facing the unemployed, further attacks like the housing benefits cuts 
or cuts in staff and therefore the service at the Dole office, also underlines another 
more ominous one: the division of unemployed and employed workers. 


With correct policies arid foresight by the labour movement leaderships such a 
crisis need never have arisen, but the strategy of the Thatcher government, one of. 
massive attacks on workers wages and untons, local democracy and essentially jobs in 
name, of profitability, or rationalisation has met with no serious response. What 
eventually was forthcoming from the TUG was too little too late and in some cases 
downright harmful: support for YTS (slave labout), and other devisive MHO projects, 
not putting aside the practical and financial necessities for a serious campaign to 
recruit and organise the unemployed. 

' * ' * •••'*. , t \ 


the 


; Despite all this, the unity of the ’unemployed and employed has to be built if 
any lasting and serious defence of unemployed rights is to be secured. Those who 
down—play, or ignore this crucial question 'can only be misleading in unemployed 
Struggles. v 
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The debate on. how unemployed and employed can best unite is another vexing: 


V. 


,v • 


question# There are no easy answers# New strategies 

a divided, potential workforce is a defeated, workforce. _ „..__ _ __ 

to draw unemployed and employed together that the 2T0TTINGHAII UIUil^LOYlID ITOBKERS 1 by . 

r>r>r\ ttt> -: _ ,, . . _ __ 


and. ideas must be tried out, ; 
1't is because of the need ■ 

» . . R ' • » . i 


GROUP campaign around the necessity for A JOB OR A TAGIR and a programme of socially • 
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useful .jobs - whenever we 1 fight against attacks on the unemployed* 
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Recently, in -the paper ’City Rise* an article appeared from the 1 Claimants Action’ 
* small group of claimants who provide advice and publications in Nottingham *'< .The-.- 
article was notable by one distinguishing: feature, it’s failure to recognisebthe j 
fundamental, need to build unity between unemployed and employed workers.• 
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jme article is a reply to a previous article by the CPSA in which strategies in 
response to outs in* staff were discussed, and the CPSA reluctantly con eluded*'that- • 
strike action was theyonly effective weapon* CA say that because the action -of.\ v 
CPSA, members delay;• the pajmient of giros and cause hardship to claimants, no support 

_ _ 1 I \ -_ . a 



Thev also say:— "Pew claimants. 

** -5 x - ytzi.fcv > 


run benefits system will really 1 'improve 
% SS to unemployed activists.}^ as-.an. h' 

alienating and. isolating body, and 'conclude:— "It is not until the CPSA■ dc-vel’ op- 
* , - ' *■ * ^ 

- sarai e.;y tnaiyyiGIonlly o-yd lerwes the repressive nature of social s 

that “they can "County On' the support and co-operation of claimants". 
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- Snooper Squads (government squads to harrass unemoloved claimants) left the area*'-.' 

, lhe. cut—backs in»the DHSS are part of a systematic attack on employed as well, 1 as, uy-j 
unemployed, ,• ' * ‘ ■ ■■ ‘ - * * ■" ” 


of nn e mp 1 e n t, 

improved s 




of the unemployed or ’may not, but will certainly be a help, 
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ke action has been studied as onfe y: 
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Ocfurse, oiT ; action, >and- it is the only effective action for the CPSA* ‘ It ip-the a job; ; 
of unemployed militants to support and develop solidarity amongst the wider layers of . 
the unemployed for CPSA action, • • a n : ; 
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In many vrays the ..Oil’s letter plays into the hands of the government --a govern^ ■ 
meiio quite willing-;to scrap the BHSB if it thought it coiT ■“ ■“ i - 

•f ' 


could get away withiit. .. r ; , ; ‘A 
government: th s at has already introduced no—strike clauses at CCKQ. • Unemployed gr 
.must be more vigila,nt and careful with their comments# 
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A JOB OR A UAGRJ VICTORY TO THE MINERS«• . . -- 
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Br_i.an ocott Chaixperson — Nottingham (Jnemoloved l*orkers« 
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• • m e v^+*s promised land can prove 

Riding: through the country m * idl^ofnwherrthe question is where to go and « a 

, T(n+ nni in the hi1v1U.l-» '-’i 
irsty wortc. But oux ia 

a could drink when you got there. . .. Xfn for 

« jv ii+‘h edition of the campus** 
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e listings indicted. Scotland, Wales, Ireland 

j> a r e arranged by county along w. , a T SO ng with it’s map 
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d Islands* Each place has a ^ r ^°^ferences) . Pubs have n»me ad -^^ . 
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cubs are circulated through the guide on.. 
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During a recent weekend in July, Nottingham played host to a peace festival, with 

thousands on the Trent Umbankmeni h also to a large striking miners gathering, with 

* 

families on the forest * 
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The previous weekend saw thousands f r ora all pari s of the country march to-- Chi Dwell, 

. *** . ' • 

and take part in perhaps the largest maos trespass since the war. 


Seven weeks he fore that we had the largest demonstration this town has 

1 * 

over 20 years, with over- 10,000 striking miners and supporters - marching•to ; 


seen in 


Square, 


~*i I 


ig with 

a rally 

in the 

afternoon. 

-.if ; »’ - \> 

by Kent 

miners 

t o our 

t own. 

had tl: e 

develot 

.# 

pment of 

a miners 

centre. 

^ C'* :Ti 

direct 

result’ of 


That weekend!,als o 


lit- 


TJ.T* *s, factories, neighbourhoods, political parties etc., are collecting food,,, money 
and giving support in ‘many ways• 


* ' 4 


* . 


The Unemployed Centre until recently had been able to play a role in maj&yyof. 
these activities. The Users Committee, 1 understand, has donated money to the miners, 
and unemployed have stoodfpn picket lines gin support; arrests of unemplotdd have ,been 
' made * 
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In other words, if you take account of the last few months, the anti-Torj^ f orces 
are glowing, the T w U„, and political fight is increasing; which' means' the clAsS'^u-uggd e 


is heightening. Because Notts has working miners alon 
thrown up, It T s in this situation that the stark realitie 
are there for all to 
and whole vi'13 


ong; with strikers the is pubs arc 
all ties' of the class, struggle 

j - I * v rv • 


for all to see. Massive demonstrate ons; police in occupation .of ro^ds , 
•/i'llages: freedom of travel gone: thousands of arrests, etc. f K> g 


;; *\ 
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I would strongly argue, that our town and County, for the reasons stated are in 


the forefront of the class struggle., This is not arguing the largest left op .-militant 


forces, but rather the character of these forces is undergoing the biggest changes. 


Remember the weeks of debate and indecision of the Notts RUM counciIf,andbleader- 


ship; Trades Council, Regional T.U.O. have had to discuss the issues and come 


on 


a side; all locals Trade Unions have had to do likewise, with the issues, not lying down 


or going away, but demanding a decision 
to terms with class issues such us: — Jobs 
of government, -use of the law, the Police 


An increasing number of workers ard v coming 


K.* y 
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the rights of a Uhion, democracy,/the rights 

**H^*'*' :I ' V " ‘ ; " ' ' 


the Courts, right to picket r . travelt^tc. 


The Q *1J„D, locally had to discuss th. 
whether to break the lav. by trespassing, 
with T*U,*s and assistance gained! 

* ■ So' 


* ' >*■*''** * 
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V/ 


implications of the. 103rd U.*S* -base.;; 
Daring their campaign, contact was. made 


•V mp * 


Bruce ^Kent — (Qen., Sec, CJ\!»D.) rightly said at the Peace festival ,r the miners case. 

Uiat of trie C.N.D. is one and the same, for if the pit closure programme goes’ 

bhrougn, by the end of the century wo will have has to -massively increase nuclear ; 
power in this country 1 '. 



uney lose, the T„U. *s will, be -weakened, meaning; the threat to millions of jobs will 
become* —" . 
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Over the last few months, with a tremendous growth in working class awareness, I 
believe our centre and the vinemployed have not developed proportionately in strength 

*7“J ^ ^ J .. ______ _ i i i i » ’ > ■% .... . _ 


Indeed in many ways our centre is weaker than twelve months, ago* How can thi 


1-iij.s ne sor. 


'-ti' 
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Ooviouslv there exists a whole number of reasons which Management Committee, staff, 
and Users have discussed* 


An overiding reason, at the base of most I would suggest is the placing of the"' 
individual over and above that, which wo are building* In other words, once the 
individual ? or group of whether users, management committee, or staff sees themselves 
as mote important than the centre itself, we will not develop the potential of the 
centre, ofc be able to take part as an organisation of the unemployed in the class 
history that is being written right now. , 
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PION ARE A MUST 
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Dry Photocopier for sale to Community, Voluntary group etc. 
£50*00 (needs servicing) 
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Crass at the Marcus Garvey Centre May 2nd.-IQfl/i 
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Revivalist bands have an inevitable tendanoy to be stereotyped, and Crass are 
no exception* In iv/o sets we were treated to "Securicor" "So 1,1:at?” "Mother Earth" 

"Batamotei" "Poison in a Pretty Pill" "Mother Love" etc., all delivered in 
•ijfthat style which we know and love (if you don*1 know the style, rest assured you won’t 
like it). An excursion outside that style "Sentiment" from Christ the Album ’didn’t 
■work, and just ended up sounding weak, which is a shame. 


v » 




Despite the inclusion of those great historical relics "Banned from the Roxy" 
and by great popular demand "Do they owe us a Living", Pogo was uncool (sitting 
on the floor cross-legged was cool). 


. g- . 5. 
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All things considered a tolerable gig. if a little dull, evidenced by M.G.C. 
supplying their avrful expensive beer in real glasses and getting most of ’em back. 
Incidentally there were other bands there, but I find revivals of revived revivals 
particularly unruemorable. As to Crass it’s a shame that the punk stereotype''so over¬ 
shadows the rest of their output and therefore limits them, as a live band at least. 
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Review of Black Flag at Zhivago•s 
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THE DOLE AND COAL 
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(Or what. has iho Minor * st rike t o do with the unemployed?)» 
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Hot all of Nottinghamshire v s miners are; in agreement over the present dispute, 
so why should the unen.oloyed enter into it?, 
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For a start, the fori, that someone in unemployed should perhaps make them mor 
concerned about industrial issues, which are likely to influence where and when (if 
ever) they are likely to find work aye* trier-. 
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The current corvflict between the miners and the government (which Vbat it is) 
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Notts is the second largest coalfield in Britain; and it is its good coal supply, 
comparative profitability, and hence' wages, which are partly responsible for the ,r I f m 
alright, Jack" attitude of many of our jtiners who refuse to support their brothers on 
strike. Is this complacency justified?. Surely not on moral grounds alone t . 

is it on the grounds of common sense. Job losses in the coal industry, as elsewhere, 
adds to the number of unemployed. For you who are already unemployed this means the 
number of applicants for the next job you go for is increased, and you are less likely 

liven if Jfottc pit jobs were safe for the • immediate fixture (which cannot 


to get it 


be'guaranteed, unless the HUM wins this dispute) redundancies elsewhere in the country 






l.'ust lead' e-’.-miners to rake Tebbit 1 c advioo and seel- greener pastures 
able- pit. areas, like Holts* (as happened in the yr jOs and r 60 s) 
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Surely the unemployed in Holts should rally behind our miners on strike, who are 
lighting to save their industry, and. thereby, jobs for us and our children. 
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You who know whet it is like to try to exist on unemployment benefits or social 
security can understand what these brave and principalled men are facing, when t ney 
are not al 1 owed even that much for themselves and their families to live on, 
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• striking miner with, an unemployed v;ife gets £6.45 P' 3r ’ v/eekj one with a viifo and two 
small children gets ih! 1.7!; froi- social security; a single miner gats nothing at all 
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:1 will be happy to accept donation 
to Nottingham Ce-ntre. for the Unemp 


The strike centre 
money or food, however 
It is OUR fight. 
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Your opposition to soaring unemployment 

Over 1,000,000 people out of work more than a year! 
Over 350,000 out of work more than 3 years! 

We call on those in work to join the umemployed in protesting 
against this appalling situation. 

THIS AFFECTS YOU 

* 


The true figure for unemployment are disguised because of 
women not registered. 

Youth unemployment is over 1V4 million. A rise of 505% since 
1979. Many more are on Y.T.S. at unreasonable rates of pay. 

% 

Unemployment is higher among Afro-Carribean & Asian people 

The large pool of unemployed threatens your pay and condi¬ 
tions 

7,000,000 people depend on inadequate Supplementary Be¬ 
nefits 

We call on the whole community Men & Women, Black & 
White, Young & Old, Employed & Unemployed. 

ATTEND THE PUBLIC MEETING 

JOIN THE MARCH 
COME TO THE RALLY 




NOTTINGHAM TRADES UNION COUNCIL 

with 

NOTTINGHAM CENTRE FOR THE UNEMPLOYED 


AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 27th 

Market Square Public Meeting 1.00p.m. 
March 1.30p.m. 

Rally - Arkwright Theatre, 2.00 p.m. 

Trent Polytechnic 
Shakespeare St 


Invited speakers include: Ray Buckton (TUC) 

Tony Benn M.P. 

We call upon all unemployed, employed Y.T.S. trainees. Trades 
Unionists, and the whole Community to join together to protest 
against: 

* 

over 4,000,000 out of work 


For further information contact 

Nottingham Centre for the Unemployed 
66-72 Hounds Gate, Nottingham 
Tel. 413870. 





